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that I will be forced to vote against the
concurrent resolution. But I think the
House Members, Republicans and
Democrats, should resent the fact that
these votes are combined into one vote.

The vote as to whether or not it is
constitutional, the vote as to whether
or not it is a threat to the United
States security, the vote as to how we
are going to pay for it, the vote in
terms of who is going to make the sac-
rifices, these are the things that should
be debated. There is no lawful reason
why these two issues have to be joined
in one vote.

I do hope I get an opportunity to
bring an amendment to the authority
of the President to use military force
by conditioning it to two things: that
if this Congress and the American peo-
ple believe that we have a threat to our
national security, then by all means we
should be prepared to make the sac-
rifices to protect our country.

What are those sacrifices? Well, one
is financial sacrifice. Because the tril-
lions of dollars that was spent—I think
it is close to $6 trillion since we have
been involved in the Middle East—most
of the profits have been made by the
military industrial complex. But the $6
trillion comes out of our budget, and
there is not a war tax. I think we need
that.

The other question has to be that we
cannot dismiss the military that is in
Iraq today and those that may be in
that area, whose lives are endangered.
That is less than 1 percent of United
States population is making the sac-
rifice. We already lost 6,800 American
lives in this war, and it is very difficult
to explain to their families and friends
at funerals what the cause was or
whether we won or lost.

But the question should be once we
make a determination that there is a
threat to our national security, we
should have the mandatory Selective
Service Act reinstated. We already
have it on the books. We should acti-
vate it to make certain that if you are
voting to put more men and women’s
lives into jeopardy, make certain it is
universal men and women would be se-
lected to make certain that they pro-
vide for a national service of some sort.

So what I am suggesting is that I can
never believe that this country would
be voting this day and that the debates
would be that I would be talking to an
empty Chamber in pleading for the
American people that if you are going
to make a decision that we should real-
ly go to war, because there is a threat
to the security of the United States of
America, one, that should not be de-
bated just on the question of the con-
tinuance of support of the budget of
the United States.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Joseph Holcomb, St. An-
drew Avellino Catholic Church, Flush-
ing, New York, offered the following
prayer:

All powerful and merciful God, we
praise You and give You thanks for all
Your gracious gifts, most especially
the gift of Your infinite and uncondi-
tional love.

It is Your gift of love that inspires
and drives us to seek peace throughout
our Nation and our world to gain an
awareness that we share a common
destiny which is ultimately tran-
scendent, peace that is not the mere
absence of war but as a harmonious co-
existence of individual citizens within
a society governed by justice, one in
which the good is also achieved for
each of them.

Help us through Your gift of love to
work diligently in these coming days,
months, and years to seek peace for all.

May our deliberations in this, the
United States House of Representa-
tives, bring about understanding, toler-
ance, and peace in our great Nation
and the world.

We pray this in Your holy name.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
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Mr. PAYNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND JOSEPH
HOLCOMB

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
MENG) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce my colleagues to Father
Joseph T. Holcomb, the guest chaplain
today.

Father Holcomb serves St. Andrew
Avellino Roman Catholic Church in
Queens, New York.

A native New Yorker, Father Hol-
comb attended Holy Family Catholic
Grammar School, Cathedral Pre-
paratory Seminary, Cathedral College
of the Immaculate Conception, and
Seminary of the Immaculate Concep-
tion.

He went on to attain a bachelor’s de-
gree from Cathedral College in
Douglaston, New York. He also re-
ceived a master’s degree in divinity
from Immaculate Conception Seminary
in Huntington, New York, and a mas-
ter’s in social work from Fordham Uni-
versity in New York City.

He was ordained to the priesthood in
1980 and has been faithfully serving
multiple communities ever since. In
July 2009, he was appointed as the sixth
pastor of St. Andrew Avellino Roman
Catholic Church and has worked tire-
lessly to make improvements where
possible.

His efforts have led to crucial en-
hancements in the church and an en-
riched connection with its parish-
ioners. Father Holcomb’s work in the
church has touched thousands of lives,
and we are so privileged to have him in
the Queens community.

Father Holcomb is a pillar of leader-
ship and faith in my district. I ask my
colleagues to join me in welcoming Fa-
ther Holcomb to the House of Rep-
resentatives and to thank him for serv-
ing as our guest chaplain today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DAINES). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

————

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION DAY

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, 227 years ago, our Founding
Fathers came together to write the
Constitution, and it is on this founda-
tion that we have built the greatest
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